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Notes:

This piece was written to fulfill the commission for the University of
Colorado at Boulder Undergraduate Composition Prize. It is based on and set to
Edgar Allan Poe’s poem of the same title. In choosing the text for the poem, I
was looking for something of the right length and language (I wanted to set
English text), and I began browsing my favorite poets, Poe being among the
highest on the list. I found Alone and resonated personally with the content of
the poem, and also enjoy its moody and somewhat cryptic tone, something
which I attempted to exemplify in the music. The poem’s text follows:

From childhood’s hour I have not been
As other were—I have not seen

As others saw—I could not bring

My passions from a common spring.
From the same source I have not taken
My sorrow; I could not awaken

My heart to joy at the same tone;
And all I lov'd, 7lov'd alone.
Then—in my childhood—in the dawn
Of a most stormy life—was drawn
From ev'ry depth of good and ill

The mystery which binds me still:
From the torrent, or the fountain,
From the red cliff of the mountain,
From the sun that ‘round me roll'd
In its autumn tint of gold—

From the lightning in the sky

As it pass’d me flying by—

From the thunder and the storm,
And the cloud that took the form
(When the rest of Heaven was blue)
Of a demon in my view.

N.B. -
e All tied eighth notes are releases, to occur on the beat in which they’re written
¢ Hemiolas occur several times, and are only a metric function, never accented
e Mm. 23-24’s “ah---m” means for tutti choir (except soloist) to close from “ah” syllable

slowly to a hum, arriving on the downbeat of m. 24
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