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Notes:  

 

 This piece was written to fulfill the commission for the University of 

Colorado at Boulder Undergraduate Composition Prize. It is based on and set to 

Edgar Allan Poe’s poem of the same title. In choosing the text for the poem, I 

was looking for something of the right length and language (I wanted to set 

English text), and I began browsing my favorite poets, Poe being among the 

highest on the list. I found Alone and resonated personally with the content of 

the poem, and also enjoy its moody and somewhat cryptic tone, something 

which I attempted to exemplify in the music. The poem’s text follows: 
 

From childhood’s hour I have not been 
As other were—I have not seen 
As others saw—I could not bring 
My passions from a common spring. 
From the same source I have not taken 
My sorrow; I could not awaken 
My heart to joy at the same tone; 
And all I lov’d, I lov’d alone. 
Then—in my childhood—in the dawn 
Of a most stormy life—was drawn 
From ev’ry depth of good and ill 
The mystery which binds me still: 
From the torrent, or the fountain, 
From the red cliff of the mountain, 
From the sun that ‘round me roll’d 
In its autumn tint of gold— 
From the lightning in the sky 
As it pass’d me flying by— 
From the thunder and the storm, 
And the cloud that took the form 
(When the rest of Heaven was blue) 
Of a demon in my view. 

 

N.B. – 

• All tied eighth notes are releases, to occur on the beat in which they’re written 

• Hemiolas occur several times, and are only a metric function, never accented 

• Mm. 23-24’s “ah---m” means for tutti choir (except soloist) to close from “ah” syllable 

slowly to a hum, arriving on the downbeat of m. 24 
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T

B

Pno.

89 ∑

∑ œb œ
foun tain

Ó œ œ œb œ
foun tain foun tain

œb œb œ œ œ œ
foun tain foun tain foun tain

œb œb œ œ œ œ
foun tain foun tain foun tain

Ó Ó œb œ
œb œb œœ œœ œœ œœ

90

œ œN œb œ œ œ
foun tain foun tain foun tain

œ œN œ œ œ œ
foun tain foun tain foun tain

œb œ œ œ œ œ
foun tain foun tain foun tain

œ œ œ œ œ œ
foun tain foun tain foun tain

œb œb œ œ œ œ
foun tain foun tain foun tain

œœb œœ œœœb œœœ œœœ œœœ
œœb œœb œœ œœ œœ œœ

f

f

f

f

f

91 œb œ œ œ Ó
foun tain foun tain

œ œN œ œ Ó
foun tain foun tain

œb œ œ œ œ> œb
foun tain foun tain From

œ œ œ œ Ó
foun tain foun tain

œb œb œ œ Ó
foun tain foun tain

œœœbb œœœ œœœ œœœ œ œ
œœb œœb œœ œœ Ó

π

π

π

π

π

F

92 ∑

∑

œb> œb œ> œ
the red

∑

∑

œb œb œ œ
∑

93 ∑

∑

œb> œb œb œb
cliff of the

∑

∑

œb œb œb œb
∑

- - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - - - - -

&

&

&

V

?

&
?

23

23

23

23

23

23

23

S1

S2

A

T

B

Pno.

94 ˙b ˙
moun tain

˙b ˙
moun tain

˙b ˙
moun tain

˙b ˙
moun tain

˙b ˙
moun tain

˙˙˙bbb ˙˙˙˙˙bb ˙˙

f+

f+

f+

f+

f+

95 w ,

w ,

w ,

w ,

w ,

wwwww

96 ˙b ˙
moun tain

˙b ˙
moun tain

˙b ˙b
moun tain

˙b ˙
moun tain

˙b ˙
moun tain

˙˙˙bbb ˙̇̇b˙̇bb ˙̇

P

P

P

P

P

97 w

w

˙ œb œb
From the

w

.˙ Jœ ‰

˙̇̇ œb œbww

98

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó Ó

jœ ‰ Œ Ó Ó

.˙b .˙b
sun that

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó Ó
.˙b .˙b

sun that

.˙b .˙b

.˙b .˙b

cresc.

cresc.

(no accent)

(no accent)

99 Ó Œ .˙N
me

.˙b .˙#
round me

.˙b .˙b
round me

.˙b .˙N
round me

.˙b .˙b
round me

..˙̇bb ...˙̇̇Nbb

..˙̇bb ..˙̇Nb

cresc.

cresc.

cresc. (no accent)

(no accent)

100

.w
roll'd

˙# jœ ‰ Œ œ œ
roll'd in its

.wN
roll'd

˙ jœ ‰ Œ œ# œ
roll'd in its

.wN
roll'd

ww# œ œwww œ# œ

f

f

f

f

f

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -
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24

24

24

24

24

24

24
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B
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101

.w

œ œ# œ# œ œ œ
aut tumn tint of

.w
œ# œ œ œ# œ# œ
aut tumn tint of

.w

œ œ# œ# œ œ œœ# œ œ œ# œ# œ

102 ˙ jœ ‰ Œ œ œ
From the

œ œ# jœ ‰ Œ œ# œ
gold From the

w jœ ‰ Œ

œ# œ jœ ‰ Œ œ œ
gold From the

w Jœ ‰ Œ

œ .˙# œœ# œœ
œ# .˙ œ œ

103 œ œ# œ œ œ# œ œ œ
light ning light ning light ning in the

˙ ˙# ˙# ˙
light ning in the

˙# ˙ ˙ ˙#
light ning in the

˙# ˙ ˙ ˙
light ning in the

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙
light ning in the

œœœ# œ# œœœ# œ œœœ# œ œœœa œ
˙̇# ˙̇ ˙̇ ˙̇

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

104∑ w>
sky

Ó Œ œ> w
sky

Ó .w#>
sky

Œ œ> .w
sky

W>
sky

Ó œ# œ www
Œ œ .wW

f+

f+

f+

f+

f+

- -

-

-

- - -

- -

&

&

&

V

?

&
?

S1

S2

A

T

B

Pno.

105˙ Ó ˙ ˙b
as it

˙ Ó ˙ ˙
as it

˙ Ó ˙# ˙
as it

˙ Ó ˙ ˙#
as it

˙ Ó ˙ ˙#
as it

˙̇̇ Ó ˙̇̇# ˙̇̇#
˙̇ Ó ˙̇ ˙̇##&

sub. p

sub. p

sub. p

sub. p

sub. p

106 œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ
pass'd me pass'd me pass'd me pass'd me

.w ˙
pass'd me

WN
pass'd

W
pass'd

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
pass'd me pass'd me pass'd me pass'd me

œn œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ.w ˙Wn
Wœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

F

F

F

F

F

f

107 œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ
pass'd me pass'd me pass'd me pass'd me

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙
3 3

fly ing by fly ing by

.w jœ ‰ Œ
me

.w Jœ ‰ Œ
me

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
pass'd me pass'd me pass'd me pass'd me

œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙
3 3WWœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

- -
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108 œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ
pass'd me pass'd me pass'd me pass'd me

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙
3 3

fly ing by fly ing by

˙ ˙# ˙ ˙
fly ing by fly

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙
fly ing by fly

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
pass'd me pass'd me pass'd me pass'd me

œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙
3 3œœœ œ œœœ# œ œœœ œ œœœ œ

f

f

109 œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ
pass'd me pass'd me fly ing

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙3

fly ing by fly ing

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙#
ing by fly ing

˙ ˙# ˙ ˙
ing by fly ing

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
pass'd me pass'd me fly ing

œ œ# œ œ œœœ# œ œœœ œ˙ ˙ ˙ ∑
3œœœ œ œœœ# œ œ œ œœ œ

110 ˙ Jœ ‰ Œ w ˙N
3

by From the

˙ Jœ ‰ Œ ˙ ˙ ˙
3

by From the

˙ jœ ‰ Œ w ˙3

by From the

˙ Jœ ‰ Œ w ˙
3

by From the

˙ Jœ ‰ Œ w ˙
3

by From the

...˙̇̇ Œ ˙̇̇ ˙ ˙̇̇
3

..˙̇ Œ ww ˙̇
3

?

f

f

f

f

f

- - - -

-

- - -

-

- - -
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&

&
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23

23

23

23

23

23
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111 ˙b ˙b ˙ ˙
thun der and the

˙b ˙ ˙ ˙
thun der and the

˙ ˙b ˙ ˙
thun der and the

˙b ˙ ˙b ˙
thun der and the

˙b ˙ ˙b ˙
thun der and the

˙̇̇bb ˙̇̇b ˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
˙̇bb ˙̇ ˙̇b ˙̇

p

p

p

p

p

molto

molto

molto

molto

molto

112 .wn Jœ ‰ Œ
storm

.w jœ ‰ Œ
storm

.wn jœ ‰ Œ
storm

.wn Jœ ‰ Œ
storm

.wn Jœ ‰ Œ
storm

...wwwnn jœœœ ‰ Œ

..wwnn Jœœ ‰ Œ

f

f

f

f

f

113 œ œ# œ œ œ œ œU Œ "
and the cloud that took the form

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
U

Œ "
and the cloud that took the form

œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ
U

Œ "
and the cloud that took the form

œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
U

Œ "
and the cloud that took the form

œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
U

Œ "
and the cloud that took the form

œœœ œœœœ## œœœœœœ œœœœœœ œœœœœœa œœœœ œœœ Œ
œœœ œœœœ# œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœa œœœœœœ Œ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

molto rit. e cresc.

molto rit. e cresc.

molto rit. e cresc.

molto rit. e cresc.

molto rit. e cresc.

lunga

lunga

lunga

lunga

lunga

-

-

-

-

-
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114Ó .˙ œ
When the

∑

∑

∑

Ó .˙ œ
When the

Ó .˙ œ
Ó .˙ œ

a tempo (h»ªº); Shimmeringp

p

115 .wb
rest

∑

∑

∑

.w
rest

.wb

.w

116

Jœ ‰ Œ .˙ œ
When the

.w
When

.w
When

.w
When

Jœ ‰ Œ .˙ œ
When the

Ó .˙ œ
.w

Ó .˙ œ

π

π

π

117 wb ˙
rest of

.w

.w

.w

w ˙
rest of

wb ˙
ww ˙

118

.wb
hea

.˙ .˙
hea

.w
hea

.˙ .˙b
hea

.wb
hea

.wb
..˙̇b ..˙̇b

(no accent)

(no accent)

F

F

F

F

F

119 .wb
ven

.˙b .˙
ven

.w
ven

.˙b .˙b
ven

.w
ven

..wwbb
...˙̇̇b ..˙̇b

120 .w
was

.˙ .˙
was

.w
was

.˙ .˙b
was

.w
was

.w
..˙̇ ..˙̇b

poco

poco

poco

poco

poco

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

&

&

&

V
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?
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121 w ˙b
blue

.wb
blue

˙ w
blue

.wb
blue

.w
blue

wwb ˙b
˙̇̇b w

122 ˙ wb

.w

˙ w
.w

w ˙b

˙̇b wb
˙̇̇b ˙ ˙b

123 w ˙b

˙ w

.w

.w

.w

˙̇b ˙ ˙b
...www

124 wb ˙
Of a

w ˙
Of a

w ˙
Of a

w ˙
Of a

w ˙
Of a

wwb ˙̇
www ˙̇̇

P

P

P

P

P

125 ˙b w
,

de mon

˙b w
,

de mon

˙ w
,

de mon

˙ w ,
de mon

˙ w ,
de mon

˙̇bb ww˙̇̇ www

126 wb ˙
Of a

w ˙
Of a

w ˙
Of a

w ˙
Of a

w ˙
Of a

wwb ˙̇
www ˙̇̇

127 ˙b w ,

de mon

˙b w
,

de mon

˙b w
,

de mon

˙ w ,
de mon

˙b w ,
de mon

˙̇bb ww
˙̇̇bb www

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -
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24
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128wb ˙
Of a

w ˙
Of a

w ˙
Of a

w ˙
Of a

w ˙b
Of a

wwb ˙̇
www ˙̇̇b

129 ˙b w
,

de mon

˙ w ,
de mon

˙ w
,

de mon

˙ w ,
de mon

˙ w ,
de mon

˙̇b ww
˙̇˙ www

130 wb ˙
Of a

w ˙
Of a

w ˙
Of a

w ˙
Of a

w ˙
Of a

wwb ˙̇
www ˙̇̇

131 ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙
de mon in my

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙
de mon in my

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙
de mon in my

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙
de mon in my

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙
de mon in my

˙̇ ˙̇ ˙̇ ˙̇
˙̇̇ ˙̇̇ ˙̇̇ ˙̇̇

F

F

F

F

F

dim. poco a poco

dim. poco a poco

dim. poco a poco

dim. poco a poco

dim. poco a poco

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

&

&

&

V

?

&
?
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132 W
view

W
view

w w
view view

W
view

Wb
view

WWW
wwb w

133 Wb
view

W

w w
view

W

W
wwb wWWWb

W
view

W

w w
view

W

W
WWW
ww w

W

W
view

w w
view

W

W
WW
wwwb w

W
view

W

W
W

W
WW
WWWb

WU

W
U

W
U

W
U

W
U

WW
WWW

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏
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